
 
 

Zero stars for the Ford Ka in latest Latin NCAP crash test 
 
Latin NCAP’s sixth round of results for 2017 was released today with an extremely disappointing result 
for the Ford Ka. In our latest testing, the Ka, offered a particularly poor performance in side impact 
protection the main reason for the low star rating under Latin NCAP 2016 onwards protocols. 
 
The Ford Ka, which is the third best-selling car in Brazil and also produced in Brazil, achieved zero stars 
for adult occupant protection and three stars for child occupant protection. The model was originally 
tested in a frontal crash in 2015 where it achieved four stars. In order to estimate the result under Latin 
NCAP’s new crash test protocols (2016) an additional side impact test was conducted. The Ka performed 
poorly in the side impact test, showing high levels of injuries in the adult chest, high B-pillar intrusion in 
the occupant compartment and a door opening. The Ka did not offer side impact energy absorption 
devices in its structure and in its inner door panel. Considering the test results the Ka would fail to pass 
the United Nations basic side impact protection regulation (UN95), mandatory in Europe since 1995.  
 
The child occupants showed acceptable protection during the crash test, however the model does not 
offer three point belts in all seating positions, poor ISOFIX marking and lack of possibility of disconnecting 
the passenger airbag when installing a rearward facing CRS are further explanations for the points 
reduction. The rear right door opened during the side impact test exposing the child passengers to higher 
risks.  
 
This Ford Ka result is also valid for Ford Figo/Aspire model sold in Mexico, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama. 
 

 
 
 
Alejandro Furas, Secretary General of Latin NCAP said: 
 
“We are shocked that once again a major manufacturer like Ford is selling a zero star car in Latin America 
that would even fail the basic UN side impact protection regulation tests. Car buyers deserve much better 
than this sub-standard result from companies that know perfectly well how to produce much safer cars. 
This appalling result should serve as a strong lesson to governments across the region that some 
manufacturers still cannot be trusted to provide minimum levels of safety voluntarily. That is why Latin 
NCAP is calling for all governments in Latin America to urgently adopt both the UN’s front and side impact 
crash test standards certification, and in the meantime make Latin NCAP tests mandatory for all cars in 
the market. By doing this, all consumers will have clear information on the safety offered by the car that 
they plan to buy.” 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Ricardo Morales Rubio, Latin NCAP Chairman of the Board of Directors said:  
 
“The lack of interest in safety from some manufacturers in their desire to sell more car units is unacceptable 
and must be stopped. Committed actions by governments are urgently needed to eliminate the scourge of 
zero star death traps. Without proper regulations, manufacturers are allowed to sell sub-standard cars 
that they would not be able or allowed to sell in Europe, Australia, Japan or North America. Latin NCAP 
believes this behavior shows a complete failure in corporate social responsibility.” 
 
Kelly Henning, Director of Public Health of Bloomberg Philanthropies said: 
 
“At Bloomberg Philanthropies, we invest in strategies to reduce deaths caused by road traffic crashes, and 
improving vehicle safety is one of those strategies. It’s disappointing to see so many zero-star cars being 
sold in low- and middle-income countries, including this model currently available in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. We urge all car companies to immediately apply the UN safety standards to their models in all 
countries, not just high-income ones.” 
 
The next round of Latin NCAP results will be released in November. 
 
 
Ford Ka  
Read the full crash test report 
Download the crash test video 
Download crash test image 
 

 
 
About Latin NCAP 
The New Car Assessment Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean, Latin NCAP, was launched in 
2010 to develop a regional system of independent crashworthiness and safety rating across Latin America 
and Caribbean (LAC). Latin NCAP replicates similar consumer testing programmes developed over the last 
thirty years in North America, Europe, Asia and Australia, and which have proved to be very effective in 
improving the safety of motor vehicles. Since 2010 Latin NCAP has published the results of more than 
eighty cars in seven test phases.  
 
Latin NCAP acknowledges the support received by the Global New Car Assessment Programme (Global 
NCAP), International Consumer Research and Testing (ICRT), FIA Foundation, the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) and Bloomberg Philanthropies Global Road Safety Initiative. 
 
Latin NCAP is an Associate member of Global NCAP and supports the United Nations Decade of Action 
for Road Safety 2011-2020 and the Stop the Crash Partnership. 
 
More info: www.latinncap.com 
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